
Tekst 10 

Not so black and white 

SIR ─ Your article about the rising number of black unmarried women in America 
illustrates society's prevailing double standard regarding race ("Down or out", 
October 15th). It informs us that "fewer than one in ten black women 
intermarries" with other races because it is their "greatest taboo". We are told 
that some black women "find non-black men unattractive" and that others fear the 
children of such marriages might not be "black enough", but that the most 
common reason for not intermarrying is that black women regard it "as 
tantamount to betraying the race". One black woman explained that if she were 
to marry a man from another race it would be akin to turning in her "black heart". 

If The Economist had reported that racial intermarriage was white women's 
greatest taboo, that some white women find non-white men unattractive, that 
others fear their children would not be white enough and that it was common for 
them to view intermarriage as a betrayal of their race, such views would be 
utterly condemned. If a white woman said that she would have to turn in her 
white heart to marry out of her race, she would be called a racist. But isn't this 
double standard itself racist? 

Ken Pedersen 
Honolulu 

economist.com, 2011 



Tekst 10  Not so black and white 

“society’s prevailing double standard” (eerste zin) 
1p 38 Welk voorbeeld van een dubbele moraal beschrijft Ken Pedersen? 

Leg uit in je eigen woorden. 

Bronvermelding 
Een opsomming van de in dit examen gebruikte bronnen, zoals teksten en afbeeldingen, is te vinden in het bij dit examen 
behorende correctievoorschrift, dat na afloop van het examen wordt gepubliceerd. 
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